
CONFERENCE REPORTS 

Master of Ceremonies , Jim Mayer, opens the meet ing of the Boehmische Physical 
Society at IBMM' 86. 

have ranged from sput te r - induced topology 
(R. Kelly) to hyd rogen in glasses [including 
beer glasses] (W. Lanford). 

At the IBMM '86 mee t ing in Ca tan ia on 
T u e s d a y even ing , June 10, 1986, t he p re 
l iminaries of the Boehmische mee t ing ran 
t rue to form. M a s t e r of ce remon ies , Jim 
Mayer (Cornell Universi ty) , appeared spor t 
ing a T - sh i r t ado rned wi th a profile carica
t u r e of IBMM '86 cha i rman E. Rimini . A 
m a s t e r of iconoclastic spellbinding anec
do tes , M a y e r proceeded to confer small 
t o k e n s of apprecia t ion on several in the 
audience w h o had recent ly been elevated or 
elected to pos i t ions r equ i r ing some form of 
recogni t ion. 

R e p r e s e n t i n g s o m e w h a t of a topical de-

Jim M a y e r ( l e f t ) c o n g r a t u l a t e s J im 
Williams (RMIT, Australia) during Boehm
ische proceedings. 

p a r t u r e from previous Boehmische even t s , 
t he keyno te address on this evening dealt 
wi th r ecen t a t t e m p t s to d iver t the flow of 
volcanic lava du r ing the last e rup t ion of 
M o u n t Etna. It was p resen ted by Univers i ty 
of Ca tan ia Professor R e n a t o Cristofolini . 
A l t h o u g h particle-solid in te rac t ions played 
no obvious role, it was a fascinat ing tale of 
man aga ins t na tu r e . N a t u r e prevailed! 

R e t u r n i n g to p u r s u i t s more c o m m o n l y 
associated wi th the Boehmische Physical 
Society, t he even ing ended wi th an ade
qua t e supply of good Sicilian wine and 
cheer . T h e nex t Boehmische Society even t 
will be a special s y m p o s i u m on "Atomic 
Coll is ions in Solids" to be held at Chalk 
River on July 11-13 , 1987 to recognize the 
near ly 20 years of c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the field 
made by col leagues in the a tomic collisions 
g r o u p at the Cha lk River Lab which will 
shor t ly be dispersed. 

E. N. KAUFMANN 

Four Materials Conferences 
Held Recently in Taiwan 

Four scientific conferences w e r e held 
ea r l i e r th i s yea r , d r a w i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
sc ient i s t s for d iscuss ions on compos i tes , 
supera l loys , and semiconduc to r s . 

T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on Ad
vanced C o m p o s i t e Ma te r i a l s and S t r u c 
t u r e s held in Taipei, Ta iwan , May 19-23, 
1986 was jointly sponsored by the C h i n e s e 
Society for Mate r i a l s Science, the Society 
of Theore t i ca l and Applied Mechanics in 
t he Republ ic of Ch ina , and the I n s t i t u t e of 
F rac tu re and Solid Mechanics of Lehigh 
Univers i ty . T h e con fe rence cha i rmen w e r e 

Professor G e o r g e C. Sih and Dr . Shu-En 
Hsu . Approx ima te ly 200 par t ic ipants a t 
tended from the local area and abroad. 

M o r e t h a n 70 pape r s w e r e p r e sen t ed in 
t he confe rence . T h e topics discussed w e r e : 
(1) Stat ic and dynamic res is tance of com
posi tes to crack g r o w t h and o t h e r modes of 
damage ; 
(2) T h e r m o d y n a m i c s and kinetics of proc
esses at f iber -matr ix interface and the i r 
effects on composi te p roper t ies ; 
(3) Fat igue res i s tance and aging of com
posi tes in host i le e n v i r o n m e n t s ; 
(4) Vibrational damping characteristics in re
lation to compos i t e m i c r o s t r u c t u r e s and 
lamina te s t r u c t u r e s ; 
(5) Application of composi te data and speci
m e n da ta to des ign of s t r u c t u r a l c o m 
p o n e n t s ; 
(6) Predict ive me thodo logy for de fo rma
tion and failure of composi tes ; 
(7) Analytical and numer ica l model ing of 
compos i te sys tem behavior ; 
(8) Joining or bond ing of compos i te com
p o n e n t s ; 

(9) Nondes t ruc t ive evaluat ion of composi te 
sy s t ems ; 
(10) Damage toleranceand inspection require
m e n t s for composi tes ; and 
(11) Mater ia l s science of composi tes . 

A c h i e v e m e n t s in theoret ica l and applied 
research on m o d e r n advanced compos i t e 
mate r ia l s w e r e p resen ted at this successful 
conference . 

A s u p e r a l l o y w o r k s h o p w a s held at 
Nat iona l Ts ing Hua Univers i ty , Hs inchu , 
T a i w a n , May 29-30, 1986. M o r e t h a n 20 
papers w e r e p resen ted , and intermetal l ic 
c o m p o u n d and IN-718 w e r e emphas ized at 
t h e w o r k s h o p . P r o f e s s o r John T i e n of 
C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y w a s t h e i n v i t e d 
speaker . 

T h e 1986 a n n u a l confe rence of t he 
C h i n e s e Society for Mater ia l s Science was 
held in T a i w a n , T a i w a n , June 2 0 - 2 1 , 1986; 
and a w o r k s h o p on C o m p o u n d Semicon-
d u c t o r S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y was held at 
Nat ional C h i a o T u n g Univers i ty , Hs inchu , 
Ta iwan , March 13-14, 1986. 
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